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The City of Yerevan 

Yerevan is the capital and largest city of Armenia, as well as one of the world's oldest continuously inhabited cities. Forever young 

booming city, it was founded in the heart of Ararat Valley - the cradle of Armenian civilization. Yerevan is the administrative, cultural, and 

industrial center of the country. It has been the capital since 1918, the thirteenth in the history of Armenia, and the seventh located in or 

around the Ararat plain. The history of Yerevan dates back to the 8th century BC, with the founding of the fortress of Erebuni in 782 BC by 

king Argishti I at the western extreme of the Ararat plain. 

Originally a small town, Yerevan became the capital of Armenia 

and a large city with over one million inhabitants. The city is 

filled with charm of hot summer days and long evenings in 

countless cafes on the sidelines of its busy streets. The city has a 

very beautiful view of the giant peaks of Ararat and 

Aragats. Yerevan is also a city of monumental architecture and 

sculpture. Most common was the pink type of tufa that turned 

Yerevan into the world's only "pink" capital. 

The city center is, of course, the place to do this, as it is home to 

landmarks like the grand Republic Square, the impressive Opera 

House, the 18th century Blue Mosque and the famous Cascade 

complex. Walking around the city center is a phenomenal way to 

see the history of the city, from the Persian times to the Soviet 

periods. You will also get a glimpse at Yerevan’s modern side, 

with contemporary architecture, coffee shops and trendy 

restaurants being found along the alleyways and the main streets. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_oldest_continuously_inhabited_cities
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historical_capitals_of_Armenia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Armenia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ararat_plain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erebuni_Fortress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Argishti_I_of_Urartu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ararat_plain


 



 



 



Temple of Garni, 
Armenia  

 
 
The Temple of Garni (Armenian: “Garnu tacar”) is located in the village of Garni in 
Kotayk Province, Armenia, and it was once a pagan temple dedicated to the 
Armenian sun god Mihr. Built in the middle of the 1st century CE, the Temple of 
Garni remarkably survived the destruction of pagan temples following Armenia's 
conversion to Christianity in the 4th century CE, and countless invasions and 
earthquakes until its collapse in 1679 CE. After continuous excavations in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries CE, the Temple of Garni was reconstructed between 
1969-1975 CE. Today, it is the only free-standing Greco-Roman structure in 
Armenia and seen by many as a potent symbol of Armenia's classical past as well 
as its deep historical ties to the civilizations of Greece and Rome. 



 
 
 



 
 
 

The precise construction date of the temple is unknown and is subject to 

debate. The dominant view is that it was built in 77 AD, during the reign of 

king Tiridates I of Armenia.The date is calculated based on a Greek inscription, 

discovered by Martiros Saryan, a prominent artist, in July 1945 at the Garni 

cemetery, recently brought from a nearby water mill.It names Tiridates the Sun 

(Helios Tiridates) as the founder of the temple.The following includes an image 

of the inscription as it stands near the temple today, its textual reconstruction 

by Ashot G. Abrahamian, an English translation by James R. Russell,and an 

alternative reading and translation by Poghos Ananian, translated into English 

by Vrej Nersessian. 

Most scholars now attribute the inscription to Tiridates I.Considering that the 

inscription says the temple was built in the eleventh year of reign of Tiridates I, 

the temple is believed to have been completed in 77 AD. The date is primarily 

linked to Tiridates I's visit to Rome in 66 AD, where he was crowned by Roman 

emperor Nero.To rebuild the city of Artaxata, destroyed by the Roman general 

Gnaeus Domitius Corbulo, Nero gave Tiridates 50 million drachmas and 

provided him with Roman craftsmen. Upon his return to Armenia Tiridates 

began a major project of reconstruction, which included rebuilding the fortified 



city of Garni. It is during this period that the temple is thought to have been 

built. 

The temple is commonly attributed to Mihr, the sun god in the Zoroastrian-

influenced Armenian mythology and the equivalent of Mithra. Tiridates, like 

other Armenian monarchs, considered Mihr their patron. Some scholars have 

argued that, given the historical context during which the temple was built, i.e. 

after returning from Rome as king, it would seem natural that Tiridates 

dedicated the temple to his patron god. Furthermore, white marble sculptures 

of bull hooves have been discovered some 20 metres (66 ft) from the temple 

which could possibly be the remains of a sculpture of the god Mihr, who was 

often portrayed in a fight with a bull. 

 
 

 

 

 

 


